
amenable to physiologic law—they shall be made acquainted
with every possibility that confronts them. This can be done
with tact, in a manner and in language that would not offend
the most fastidious ear. With knowledge hundreds may die,
but ignorance will slay its millions. The patient quoted sounded
the key-note when she said : "Give him bromid, do not dose me
with damianâ." Men should be taught moderation and to con¬
serve their vital energies instead of wasting them as they do
now. I remember seeing it stated in a medical work some

years ago, that one ounce of semen was equivalent in vital force
to forty ounces of blood. When you can fully impress men
with this fact you will do a little toward stemming the tide of
sexual dissipation that is well nigh appalling. If every physi¬
cian will do his or her duty to right this fearful wrong as they
become cognizant of its existence, it will be like throwing a
pebble in the brook ; we may not know where the ripples will
end. Leave the results to a higher power.
Your hit at the new woman was rather pessimistic, to say the

least. The bicycle, properly used, is no doubt the greatest boon
yet devised for women.
The very fact that it develops the chest power and the mus¬

cles, increases the circulation as well as equalizing it, should
commend them to us. Out of the many women I am personally
acquainted with who ride wheels, not one has been demoral¬
ized, I am sure.
That bad people use the wheel is no argument against it any

more than any other conveyance. It has been asserted by a
great teacher : "That nothing improves morals better or more
than good health."
If you will keep track of what you dub the " new woman"

the best class of them, you will find them heart and soul
engaged in trying to lift humanity up, God bless them ; as
types take Miss Willard and Lady Somerset. It is too late in
the 19th century to try to impede their progress by sarcastic
remarks. They do not weigh much with thinkers, be they men
or women. In regard to the men who ride like monkeys, with
constant pressure on the prostate gland ! Is'nt that going to
invalidate the parentage from the male side of the question ere
long?
Poor women are blamed for all the short-comings on this ma¬
ternity question. It is high time we have some X rays (so to
speak) on the conditions of the opposite sex. Women are
proud and loyal as a class. When they have made a bad bar¬
gain they try to shield those who have wronged them ; and
declare they did not wish children, when they learned to their
sorrow they could not have them, through the incompetence
of their husbands the result of youthful dissipation. Such
sublime heroism merits a better fate. They will have it, too,
when, as Dr. Bullock says, "Our intelligent women wake to
the fact that our social law was not made for women alone—
but applies in all equity to the opposite sex as well." Another
thing ; in securing offspring it is quality we want and not quan¬
tity. Parents have no right, human or divine, to invite guests
they are not prepared to care for in every respect, physically,
mentally and morally. It is brains that will count in the gov¬
ernment of the world. Let capacity measure sphere of any and
all people regardless of sex. "And may justice be done, though
the heavens fall." I enclose a little article from one of our late
magazines. It is a refutation in regard to time, and claims the
aversion to children to be in the " long ago past." Therefore
the "new woman" can not be charged with it.
I reiterate, if you canvass fairly youwill find the male sex are

keeping the children in abeyance. If it were proper to do so I
could bring ample evidence to prove what I assert. And I am
sorry to say it, many of our profession are in the category. In
conclusion I would say : Give good women a fair chance and
you will have no cause to accuse them of " despising the office
of true motherhood." Yours for truth and justice,

An old Subscriber and Constant Reader of the Journal.

The Philadelphia Meeting.
Burlington, Iowa, Feb 13, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Thecommunication of Dr. H. A. Hare in
the Journal of this date should, it seems to me, suggest to the
Committee on Transportation the importance of getting a

longer time limit for the return tickets of those attending the
Philadelphia meeting. Let us have at least a fifteen day
ticket, even if we have to pay relatively more for it. Truly
yours, H. B. Young, M.D.

Professorial Chairs Vacant.
Philadelphia, Feb. 5, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Pleaseannounce that the Chairs of Anat-
omy, Clinical Surgery and Genito-urinary Surgery are vacant
in the Medico-Chirurgical College. Only the Chair of Anat-
omy is salaried. All applications should be addressed to

Isaac Ott, M.D., Dean.

Size of Dose of Tuberculin?
Seattle, Wash., Feb. 11, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\WillDr. W. A. Weaver please explain what
sized dose, and how he administers the tuberculin, as described
in his article in the Journal of January 16? Respectfully,

F. H. Coe, M.D.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Etiology of Ophthalmia Neonato™m.—Chartres contributes a

long article to the December Archives Clin, de Bordeaux to
call attention to a fact he proceeds to demonstrate, viz., that
the serious ophthalmias are those produced by streptococci or
by an association of streptococci and gonococci, or by these two
and others. The gonococci alone are comparatively harmless
and yield to treatment. The treatment should be prompt and
powerful, consisting of copious irrigations with potassium per¬
manganate, lime, boric acid and cauterization with nitrate of
silver. This combination acts on all the various species of
microbes which may be producing the ophthalmia. He con¬
cludes by insisting on the necessity of bactériologie investi¬
gation.
The Milk Typhoid Epidemic at KIrkcaldy, Scotland.—In the report

bearing on the late typhoid epidemic at that place, recently
submitted by Sir Henry Littlejohn of Edinburgh, he states
that in this epidemic just brought to a close there were 103
cases, with a mortality of 20, or 10.4 per cent. The origin of
the outbreak was, in his opinion, clearly traced to a dairy. The
Kirkcaldy town council have awarded to Dr. Mackay, medical
officer of health, and Dr. Curror, ülOO each, and Mr. Braid,
sanitary inspector, £50, for the services rendered by them
during the epidemic. Sir Henry Littlejohn, in his report,
highly praises the ability and energy displayed by Dr. Mac¬
kay in coping with the epidemic.—British Medical Journal.
Governmental Regulations Against Imported Contagious Diseases of

Animals.—The agricultural department has been taking steps
to keep out of this country all animals that can in any possi¬
ble way bring contagious diseases into the United States. Sec¬
retary Morton issued about January 20, a set of regulations
providing for the inspection and quarantine of all animals
imported from Canada into the United States, and the Federal
officers at all the ports on the northern boundary have been
instructed to look out for all future imports of cattle, horses,
sheep, etc. Animals found infected with any sort of contagious
disease are to be killed without compensation to the owner, or
returned to Canada. The regulations provide that all animals
shipped into this country from Canada must be accompanied
by an affidavit made by the owner or importer, declaring the
purposes for which the animals are imported. Horses for tem¬
porary stay, such as pleasure, exhibition and racing stock, are
to be admitted without inspection.
Liable for Pay of Nurse.—While it may be that a request made

by one person to perform service beneficial only to another
may not alone raise the presumption of his intention to pay for
it, when it appears that the requested service has been per¬
formed pursuant to such request, he, in the absence of author¬
ity from or ratification by such other person, is charged as

upon an implied promise to pay the person so employed. This
is illustrated in the case of Ludlum v. Couch. The plaintiff,
who may be deemed to have been a professional nurse, was
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